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ess of past time resuscitated for you, but since this
may hardly be, what if you were to collect all the mar-
riageable maidens of your kingdom, select the most
pleasing from among them and then try to discover
your paragon among the chosen few?" Henry
laughed and allowed that it was absurd to expect
perfection, but his bride must possess three essential
qualifications: She must have good looks, good
temper and be capable of bearing him a son. Sully
replied that he did not think that it could be known
beforehand of any woman that she would satisfy the
King in these particulars, especially in the last. " At
any rate," said the king, " I know that my mistress
would."

By the end of 1598 it was generally known that
the King intended to marry Madame de Beaufort.
Queen Margaret wrote to her : " My desires are in
all respects the same as yours and the King's. I
speak my mind freely to you, as to one whom I con-
sider my sister, and honour and esteem next to the
King." As a substantial proof of her good-will she
executed a deed conveying her Duchy of Etampes
to Gabrielle.

The approaching elevation of the King's concu-
bine to the throne excited general alarm. Not that
the Duchess was herself unpopular. Her gentleness,
the moderation with which she used her influence,
employing it never to injure, and generally only to
benefit others, won the affection of those with whom
she came in contact; she had no enemies, says
Aubign6, except the necessities of the State. But
neither her birth nor her previous life fitted her to